
Jesus Christ has been faithful to our congregation and it is fitting 
and right that we celebrate that fact.  God called on his people 
many times to gather in celebration with festivities of worship and 
of course food!  On Sunday June 5th we will be hosting a very spe-
cial event that begins with Children’s Sunday worship at 10:00am 
and will conclude with a fully catered cook out.  We will be hav-
ing a Hawaiian style barbecue with all the fixins!  Also included in 

the day will be a Congregational Photo, Children’s Games and a Commemorative Tree plant-
ing.  There is no charge for this celebration.  Our church recognizes the outstanding contri-
butions of our members and as we celebrate this five year anniversary and mark the success of 
our Lighting the Way campaign we find our church stronger in every measure than we have 
been in years.  Personal invitations will be sent early this month so please mark your calendar 
and don’t miss out! 

LIGHTING THE WAY—FINAL LAP 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

• Sunday, May 1st-Hop-
a-thon and Sunday 
School Open House 

• May 7th Chicken & 
Biscuit Dinner —4:00 
–7:00 p.m. 

• May 8th-Mothers Day 
• Sunday, June 5th—

Children’s Musical/
Anniversary of the 
Merge 
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      MCPRESBY NEWS 
A GRAND CELEBRATION—JUNE 5, 2011 

Our Lighting the Way team is humbled and energized by the out-
standing response of the members who have been visited by our 
team.  As of this printing we have raised $177,000.00 in pledges and 
over $50,000.00 has already been contributed through the cam-
paign.  This month work is scheduled to begin on the Trinity Center 
roof that should take care of the essential issues in need of repair.  
The next project will be renovating and building restrooms at Cal-
vary Center.  While where we stand in the campaign is a great achievement we believe that 
God still has more plans for us in this.  We set a goal of $300,000.00 and there are about 60 
visits remaining and about 15 open pledge cards that have been given out and are awaiting 
return.  Our team will be working hard to complete as many of these visits as possible in the 
next month.  If the majority of the remaining members make a monthly pledge for the next 
three years there is a good opportunity for us to meet our goal.  Please prayerfully consider 
what God is calling you to contribute, not out of obligation but out of a passion for building 
up the church! 

God has blessed our church with an outstanding team of individuals who have accepted 
God’s call to Haiti this year.  At this point we have eight fully committed people and five 
people very seriously considering traveling to Haiti this August.  Most of the team mem-
bers are affiliated with our church but four or five may be friends of our church or mem-
bers of other local churches.  Please hold up this team in prayer as we seek to be God’s 
hands and feet in Haiti. 

HAITI MISSION TEAM UPDATE 

May 
2011 

 



PASTOR’S PAGE –REV. JUSTIN AMSLER 

A Time of Expectation 

In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning  

I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.   

Psalm 5:3  

Poised and waiting in expectation is the way that God calls us to live.  He 
has promised us great things through his Kingdom and has taught us to pray 
for the salvation of the world and the advancement of the Church through-
out all generations.  These are things that we should be expecting to happen 
and things that we actively work towards.  We are also called to live in ea-
ger expectation about what God is doing in our own lives.  The scripture 
above lists the psalmist waiting in exactly this kind of expectation.  David 
has told us that he has prayed to God in the morning and that he has laid his 
requests before the Lord and now is waiting to see what unfolds before him.  

He does not know if what happens will be “good” or “bad” in his eyes but he can trust in the result that God brings.  
He knows what he desires, he wants to be victorious in his cause; he wants his life to be vindicated from those who 
are pursuing him.  David recounts the goodness of God and declares his faithfulness to the throne of his Lord.  He 
prays for all those who worship God in righteousness and asks that they would be blessed. 

Sarah and I are in one of these times of great anticipation.  The month of May is the month that we are ex-
pecting our second child.  We are told that the little life growing inside of Sarah is a boy and if his constant kicking in 
Sarah’s womb is any indication he is going to be a handful.  The feelings and emotions that surround the birth of a 
child are almost endless.  As the parents grapple with how to take care of another human being, the expectation of 
something new and wonderful is unavoidable.  Excited and scared, joyful and nervous, anticipation and dread, these 
are just a few of the contrasting emotions that come from the unknown future.  These feelings are a regular part of 
our spiritual lives.  In each phase of our life there is something new and unknown around the corner.  We can at-
tempt to prepare ourselves for it but ultimately it is an unknown.  God calls us to take it to him in prayer, to lay it at 
his feet and to wait in expectation for Him to act in marvelous ways because this is how he chooses to bless his peo-
ple. 

At some points in our lives there is a very real sense of expectation but at other times we slow down and we 
stop dreaming about what God might accomplish through us and our church.  This can come from a sense of disap-
pointment or simply a dry spiritual time.  My prayer for each of you is that you would find a great sense of expecta-
tion for your future.  Be sensitive to God’s Spirit, be ready and persistent in prayer, allow Jesus Christ to lead you in 
a new direction or to renew an old course.  We should all be able to answer the question: In what area are you ex-
pecting God to move in your life?  In what ways do you expect God to move in our church?  It is important that we 
do not become too tied to specific expectations.  This can be a crippling and limiting way to live.  We must be flexi-
ble with how the future unfolds.  If we become focused on a particular thing that we think should come to pass we 
can easily miss other things that God is doing.  Expect God to move but be ready for his plan to be different than 
yours.  Live in open expectation and you will be rewarded for your faithfulness. 

Peace in Christ, 

Pastor Justin 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS (CONTINUED) 

SUMMER CAMP NEWS—2011 

Summer camp is a fabulous and fun way for kids to experience God! Camp offers chil-
dren a time to meet new friends, travel and spend a week away from home with dedi-
cated leaders teaching and sharing Bible stories and the truth of Jesus Christ. 

Pine Springs is one such camp that children can attend. McDonald Church will be par-
ticipating in camp the week of July 17th~ there are other camp weeks at Pine Springs 
but we encourage you to attend our week! 

The New Wilmington Mission Conference (NWMC) is another opportunity. It is held 
the week of July 23rd-30th at the campus of Westminster College. Families, Singles and 

Jr/Sr High Youth are invited to attend ~ activities / studies are directed for each age group by NWMC staff. 

McDonald Presbyterian Church encourages you to send your child to camp! We believe it to be an experience that all children 
should have. And to help, a $150 scholarship is given to every child who attends any summer camp. All that we ask is that you 
give Tara your child’s name and the camp and week they are attending. All are welcome to this scholarship! 

MYM NEWS 

On April 8-10, six young people and four adults traveled to the Pittsburgh Project for a weekend of mission. Lo-
cated in the North Side, the Pittsburgh Project provides service outreach to elderly homeowners in the Pittsburgh 
area. Those who attended were:  Kacie Chorney, Hannah Tidd, Matt Dugan, Nick Tedesco, Erin Follmer and 
Kennedi Miller. Adult leaders were: Tom Maxwell, Jim Strand, Justin Longstreth and Tara Fanton. 

For those who have participated in mission, you know the feeling of God’s presence as you serve another. It was 
no different for this group! The weekend held opportunities of varying degrees. For some, it meant hard labor, for 
others it was sharing quality time with a homeowner. We met new faces, shared lessons, songs and meals, wor-

shiped and served. God was fully present in each moment and my prayer is that his response was, “with you I am well pleased.”  
Please note, the MYM Schedule is located on page 7. 

Life for the children here at McDonald Presbyterian Church is never dull! From lessons to songs, from 
backpack missions to Bring a Friend to Church, there never is a dry moment! Praise God!! 

And so as we dive into the month of May, there are still many exciting events occurring. May 1st we 
start off with Sunday School Open House. Parents are invited to join their children during Sunday 
school; to sit through class with them; to hear and see all that they do and learn. Children are encour-
aged to wear their orange “Sunday school” t-shirts this day! 

May 1st is also the Hop-A-Thon! Mike Hurley from Pine Springs Camp will be with us to share a bit 
about summer camp! Following worship kids are invited to “hop” while the adults help to financially 
sponsor summer camp as well as speak with Mike. Donuts and refreshments will be served during the 
Hop-A-Thon. 

Beginning Sunday May 8th, the children will practice during Sunday school for the Children’s Musical held on Sunday June 5th.  
This year’s musical is a Hawaiian theme, sure to make for a dynamic and fun musical! Syndria Lowe is directing the children’s 
musical. 

April was the final month until fall for Bible Memory Verses. However, each class has been given a memory verse (from past 
months) to repeat and share with the congregation during the June 5th worship service…even the adult classes!! 



Children’s Church 

     Adult Volunteer    Youth Volunteer 
May 1st    The Panizza’s     Matt Dugan 
May 8th    Help Needed     Kennedi Miller 
May 15th   The Errett’s     Anthony Panizza 
May 22nd   Betty Ryan     Amelia Motte 
May 29th   Trail Clean Up??     Diana Motte 

Nursery 
     Adult Volunteer    Youth Volunteer 
May 1st    Peggy Samarin     Katie Nemec 
May 8th    Julie Petito     Amelia Motte 
May 15th   Joann Bennett     Alex Nemec 
May 22nd   Melanie Nemec     Emily Eyler 
May 29th   Dorothy Penberthy    Anthony Panizza 
 
Small Talk 
May 1st    Help Needed 
May 8th    Kids/Syndria Lowe 
May 15th   Help Needed 
May 22nd   Linda Matchett 
May 29th   Help Needed 
 
Greeters 
May 1st    Hannah Fay Descutner 
May 8th    Olive Piazza 
May 15th   Janet Crawford 
May 22nd   Bob and Diane Shepherd 
May 29th   Connie Walker 
 
Lay Leaders       Acolytes 
May 1st    Dennis Cooper   May 1st  Matt Cook &Clayton Roberts 
May 8th    Peggy Samarin   May 8th  Evan Tidd &Jacob Weiler 
May 15th   Marilou Ritchie   May 15th Hailey Bair & Megan Stutzman 
May 22nd   Help Needed   May 22nd Diana Motte & Lacie Walker 
May 29th   Lindsey Longstreth  May 29th Matt Cook & Adam Unruh  
          

May 1st   Help Needed 
May 8th   Help Needed 
May 15th  Help Needed 
May 22nd  Lana Gilbert 
May 29th  Help Needed 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS/VOLUNTEERS—MAY 

HOSPITALITY BAKERS 
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Come learn to play tennis or improve your game.  McDonald Borough Summer Tennis program to begin 
soon at Harry Collins Court—Heritage Park!! 

Register by Saturday, June 4, 2011.  Call 724/926-4617 for registration information.  Registration forms 
are available at McDonald Pharmacy, Heritage Library or the McDonald Borough Office.  8 weeks 16 
lessons are $30.00 for 1st child.  $10. each additional child.  Come join the fun and enjoy your summer 
playing tennis. 

CHOIR NEWS 

Singers Needed for Summer—We will soon be planning for our Summer Music series 
and we’d love to have a nice variety of musicians whether singers or instrumentalists.  If you 
are interested in doing 1 or 2 numbers for the summer program, please contact Syndria at 
724/926-0127.  Thank you! 

Children’s Day Update—Most of May our Sunday School children and youth will be 
working on their preparations June 5th—Children’s Day.  It will be a grand day as we will 
be traveling to Henotes Island to learn some valuable Christian life lessons and the theme 
will be festive and tropical.  Please come attired in your best tropical gear and flip flops too! 

In regards to practices during Sunday School, those will begin on Sunday, May 8th during the Sunday School time and all chil-
dren and youth should report to the Calvary Fellowship Hall.  Practice on Sunday will be on:  May 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th. 
Please make every effort to be there! 

 

 

Thursday, May 5th 6:15 to 7:15 p.m.  Youth/Kids Combined 
Tuesday, May 10th 6:00 p.m.  Bell Choir 

Thursday, May 12th 6:15 to 7:15 p.m.  Kids/Youth Combined 

Thursday, May 19th 6:15 to 7:15 p.m.  Kids/Youth Combined 
   7:30 p.m.  Choir 

Thursday, May 26th 6:15 to 7:15 p.m.  Kids/Youth Combined 
   7:30 p.m.  Choir 

Tuesday, May 31st 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Practice for Children's Day Program 

Thursday, June 2nd 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Practice for Children's Day Program 

Saturday, June 4th-TENTATIVE:  10:00 A.M. to 12:00 NOON.  Dress Rehearsal/Children’s Day 

NATIONAL TRAIL DAY—PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Please join us for a pancake breakfast in honor of National Trail Day our Trail Station will be having a pancake breakfast on 
Saturday June 4th from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

Ticket prices are $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under12. 

Please stop by have some pancakes and support your local trail and community. 

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS—TENNIS LESSONS 

CHOIR PRACTICE SCHEDULE 



The theme for the 2011 Birthday offering is Jesus Christ is the foundation.  This offering will be received during 
the month of May.  The Presbyterian Women gives heartfelt thanks to you for your faithful response to our 
appeal to given financial support to this ministry.   

Menaul School—Albuquerque, New Mexico 

“Bringing the World to Menaul School” will reopen our boarding program with an emphasis on international 
students. This program is part of our strategic goal to prepare our students for a globally connected “flat world.” 
Our students will be working with international communities both personally and in business most of their 
lives. Now is the time for our students to learn how to negotiate and thrive in a rich international community. 

Our already strong college prep curriculum will be enhanced by having students from around the world and 
from all over America. This is an exciting step to reconnect with our historical mission that is being made possi-

ble through the generosity of Presbyterian Women across the country. 

Across Bring Peace Now—Jonglei, South Sedan 

Founded in 1972, Across is an interdenominational, international organization that works to improve the lives of Sudanese people by 
strengthening communities. In southern Sudan, intertribal violence has killed thousands of people and displaced thousands more. Across 
believes education is the key to ending the cycle of violence and improving lives. 

This Birthday Offering grant will help Across fund a four-pronged approach to education: 

• producing 2,500 books with traditional folktales, praise songs and biblical stories of women leaders; 

• sponsoring an English language course for at least five women, strengthening their ability to serve as translators and teachers; 

• providing teacher training workshops for at least 40 teachers; and 

• building a dormitory at Yei Teacher Training College that will house at least 60 women while they are enrolled in a two-year training 
program. 

In addition to the educational benefits of these projects, this initiative also will help build a culture of peaceful coexistence between tradi-
tionally warring ethnic groups, and increase societal value of children (especially girls) and acceptance of women as leaders. 

Anderson Interfaith Ministries, Inc. 
Women and Children Succeeding (WACS) Program Anderson, South Carolina 

Anderson Interfaith Ministries is an interfaith organization that provides assistance to people in need while also guiding them to function 
independently. One of Anderson’s most innovative and successful programs, Women and Children Succeeding (WACS), offers various 
supports to parents so they can return to school. 

A grant from the Birthday Offering will allow Anderson Interfaith Ministries to strengthen the Women and Children Succeeding program. 
Funds will provide for 

• modifying and renovating two WACS facilities, centralizing staff and adding training capacity; 

• adding a parental education component; 

• purchasing land for much-needed parking; and 

• hiring an asset-building coordinator, who will help clients with financial literacy. 

This comprehensive program transforms lives, not only by helping parents meet childcare and other basic needs so that school is possible for 
them, but by building their self-sufficiency and self-esteem. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS-BIRTHDAY OFFERING 
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LOOKING AHEAD—SEPTEMBER 17TH 

It seems we’ve just celebrated Easter and hopefully by the  time you have received this the skies will have cleared from all the 
rain we’ve seemed to have in April.  However, it is not too early to start thinking about Presbyterian Women’s annual Treats & 
Treasures on Saturday, September 17th.  So mark your calendars for September 17th.  Get out your sewing needles, knitting 
needles, crochet hooks and start planning. 



ANNIVERSARIES/BIRTHDAYS 
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Happy Anniversary to: 

Heather & Scott Weiler  5/11    Bill & Joann Gibbs   5/14 

Louis & Suzanne McQuillan 5/15    Melanie & Mike Nemec   5/20 

Mary Catherine & Tom Garrett 5/26    Dorothy & Floyd Laughlin   5/31 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

Kathleen Morgan   5/1    Tom Gilbert    5/2 

Christine Matchett  5/3    Sylvia Cimmarolli    5/5 

Jake Cole   5/9    Jim Gladden    5/9 

Erica Hamilton   5/9    Donna Bennett    5/10 

Jon Sember   5/10    Macy Slack    5/11 

Marah Slack   5/11    Julia Amsler    5/12 

Gary Gilbert   5/12    Jim Gilbert    5/14 

Ben Libert   5/15    Mary Lou Cooper    5/16 

Abby Weiler   5/16    Sydney Bair    5/18 

Bill Gibbs   5/19    Ed Lowe     5/19 

Linda Matchett   5/20    Jodie Panizza    5/20 

Justin Longstreth   5/21    John Rapacuk    5/22 

Emily Eyler   5/23    Jim McDowell    5/27 

Chuck Smith, Jr.   5/27    Larry Jacobs    5/29 

Samantha Berthold  5/30    Sam Unruh    5/31 

 

 MAY M Y M SCHEDULE 
6:00 P.M. @ TRINITY CENTER 
(UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 

Wednesday, May 4th 

Wednesday, May 11th—NO MYM-Fort Cherry Concert 

Wednesday, May 18th 

Wednesday, May 25th—Mentoring 
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CARELIST 
MAY 2011 

 
Mrs. Vera Armstrong     Mr. Chuck Belk (Dana Motte’s dad) 
Mr. Clarence Brockman     Mrs. Naomi Brockman 
Ms. Dorothy Blank (Lynn Brockman’s cousin)  Lori Corbin (friend of Michelle Unruh) 
Mrs. Dolores Chambola (Ida Galicic’s sister) 
Mrs. Sylvia Cimarrolli     Larry Doak 
Mrs. Margie DeFaveri     Miss Rosemarie Doak (Larry Doak’s sister) 
Mrs. Kris Hanczar     Mrs.Robin Gilden (friend of Lin Nalesnick 
Julie Hanczar      Mrs. Nancy Bell 
Mrs. Roberta Langer     Mrs. Dorothy Laughlin 
Mrs. Jo McDowell     Mrs. Jane McRae  
Mr. Chuck Smith, Sr. 
Mrs. Dorothy Smith     Mrs. Pat Johnston (niece of Dorothy Irwin and Jo 
Mr. Carl Waspusk     McDowell) 
Mrs. Jean Tucker     Mr. John Walker 
Mrs. Carol Wanner (sister of Debbie McGinnis) 
 

Assisted Living /Rehabilitation 

Miss Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care, South Minster Place, Apartment 336 880 South Main Street, 
Washington, PA  15301  Telephone:  724/250-2951 
Jo McDowell, Washington Commons, Room 209, 528 Dewey Avenue, Bridgeville, PA  15017 

Dorothy Blank, Kade Nursing Home, 1198 W. Wylie Avenue, Washington, PA  15301 Telephone:  724/222-2148 
Mrs. Hilda Balog, Providence Point Health Care Center, 200 Adams Avenue, Room 139-Memory Support 
Unit Pittsburgh, PA  15243.  (Mail must be addressed as listed). 

Nursing Home 
Mrs. Millie Pucci, Southminster Place, 835 South Main Street, Washington, PA  15301 

Mrs. Thelma Sansone, Room 2146, The Willows, 1215 Hulton Road, Oakmont, PA  15139 

Hospitalized 

Miss Julie Hanczar, address is pending.  See bulletin for address update. 

Serving in the United States Army 

Vance, Michael CHAOS 6/8 CAV  FOB SYKES  APO, AE 09334 

I want to thank the people from church for the phone calls, prayers, visits and cards.  The 
cookies were out of this world as well as all the delicious food. 

Dorothy and I are so very thankful  to have such great friends.   

Thanks again, and for Pastor Justin to be with us when we needed him! 

                                                           Love and prayers, Charles (Smitty) Smith 
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Abbreviation Key—Choir 

BC:  Bell Choir; KC:  Kids Choir; AC:  Adult Choir; YC:  Youth Choir 

MAY 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Worship 10:45 
a.m. 

SS Open 
House\Hop-a-Thon 

7:00 p.m. Contem-
porary Service 

2 Presbyterian 
Women's Meeting 

 

3 Trustees Mtg. 

7:30 p.m. Trinity 
Ctr. Library 

Boy Scouts 7:00 
p.m. Calvary Ctr. 

4 MYM 5 Choir Practice/
Calvary Ctr. 

6 AA’s-Trinity Ctr. 7 Chicken & Biscuit 
Dinner 4:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. 

8 Worship 10:45 
a.m.-Mother’s Day 

7:00 p.m. Contem-
porary Service 

9 7:00 p.m. Session 
Mtg. Trinity Ctr. 

10 Boy Scouts 7:00 
p.m. Calvary Ctr. 

11 Fort Cherry 
Concert 7:00 p.m. 

No MYM 

12 Girl Scouts 6:30 
p.m. Trinity Ctr. 

Choir Practice 
Trinity Ctr. 

13 AA’s Trinity Ctr. 14 

15 Worship 10:45 
a.m. 

7:00 p.m. Contem-
porary Service 

16 17 Boy Scouts 7:00 
p.m. Calvary Ctr. 

18 MYM 19 Lioness’s 7:00 
p.m. Calvary Ctr. 

Choir Practice/
Calvary Ctr. 

20 AA’s Trinity Ctr. 21 Deacon 
Flower Sale 
Pickup 

22 Worship 10:45 
a.m. 

7:00 p.m. Contem-
porary Service 

23 Deacons Mtg/
Calvary Center/
New Beginnings 
Room 

24 Boy Scouts 7:00 
p.m. Calvary Ctr. 

Pre School 
Grad.-6:00 p.m. 

25 MYM Mentoring 26 Choir Practice 
Calvary Ctr. 

27 AA’s Trinity Ctr. 

Office Closed 

28 

29 Worship 10:45 
a.m. 

7:00 p.m. Contem-
porary Service 

Interfaith Hospital-
ity Network/Trinity 
Ctr. 

30 Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network/
Trinity Ctr. 

Office Closed 

31 Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network 
Trinity Ctr. 

Boy Scouts 7:00 
p.m. Calvary Ctr. 

    



When:  Saturday, May 7, 2011 

Where: McDonald Presbyterian Church 
  Trinity Center 
  119 Station Street 
  McDonald, PA  15057 
 
Time:  4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Ticket Prices: $8.00 for Adults $4.00 for children 12 and under. 

 
 

CHICKEN & BISCUIT DINNER 
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FIVE YEARS OF GROWTH AND BLESSING  

MAY JESUS CHRIST BE PRAISED 

2006-2011 

FAMILY PROMISE RETURNS THIS MONTH 

 

We will once again be sponsoring the Interfaith Hospitality Network beginning Sunday, May 29th and con-
cluding Sunday, June 5th.  If you are able to volunteer with the set-up, meals, overnight hosts, clean-up, etc., 
please contact Ed Nalesnick.  As always, we greatly appreciate all the assistance you are able to provide. 


